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MASSACHUSETTS AND SOUTH CARCLI NA PLASTI C DI NNERWARE COVPANI ES
AND THEI R PRESI DENTS I NDI CTED I N PRI CE FI XI NG CONSPI RACY

WASHI NGTQN, D.C. -- A Phil adel phia federal grand jury
returned an indictnent today agai nst two di sposable plastic
di nnerwar e conpani es--one based in Massachusetts and the other in
South Carolina--and their tw presidents, for conspiring to fix
prices in the disposable plastic dinnerware industry, said the
Depart ment of Justice.

This is the Departnment's fifth case in its ongoing antitrust
investigation into price fixing in the disposable plastic
di nnerware industry. To date, the governnment has convicted three
corporations and seven individuals. The conpanies were fined in
excess of $8 mlIlion and the individuals received jail sentences
rangi ng fromeight to 21 nonths.

The one-count indictment, filed in U S. District Court in
Phi | adel phi a, charged Antel Corporation of Watertown,
Massachusetts, and its president, Lloyd Gordon, Dispoz-O Plastics
Inc. of Fountain Inn, South Carolina, and its president Peter
lacovel li, with conspiring to fix the price of plastic cutlery
products sold throughout the United States between Novenber 1991
and April 1992.

During that time, the conspirators tel ephoned and net

secretly with each other to carry out the conspiracy. 1In 1994, a
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third plastic cutlery manufacturer, Polar Plastics, and two of
its executives pleaded guilty to conspiring to fix the price of
plastic cutlery between Novenber 1991 and April 1992.

The Departnent's investigation began in the M nnesota
Attorney Ceneral's office and has invol ved cooperation between
U. S. and Canadi an authorities.

This matter is being handled by the Antitrust Division's
Litigation | Section with the assistance of the Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation in Lansdal e, Pennsyl vani a.

The maxi mum penalty for a corporation convicted under the
Sherman Act is a fine of $10 mllion, tw ce the pecuniary gain
the corporation derived fromthe crinme, or twce the pecuniary
| oss caused to the victinms of the crine, whichever is greater.

The maxi mum penalty for an individual convicted under the
Sherman Act is three years in prison and a fine of $350, 000,
twi ce the pecuniary gain the individual derived fromthe crine,
or twice and the pecuniary |oss caused to the victins of the
crime, whichever is greater
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